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EDITORIAL 


the present issue EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM enters upon its 
second year in its new format. We are encouraged to know that during 
the past year the magazine has met with acceptance on the part of our 
readers, and many expressions of appreciation have reached us. Fo all who 
have written in this way we desire to give an assurance of our gratitude. At 
the same time we take this opportunity of greeting those new readers who are 
receiving their introduction to the magazine with this issue. It is the desire 
of the Council that during the present year many such new readers may be 
enrolled and that by a larger and wider circulation the magazine may 
realise more fully its specific design a 
| That design is in fact twofold. * Fient and foremost, as the official organ 
of the World's Evangelical Alliance, EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM aims to 
furnish a full and up-to-date record of the varied activities of the Alliance 
and to serve as a link between all its members and supporters at home and 


overseas. In the second place, the magazine seeks to provide a survey of . 


Evangelical work and movements on the widest possible scale, especially in -- 
reference to such matters as world evangelism, Christian unity, spiritual 
revival, and religious liberty.’For this reason articles of a more general 
character have (er pee in pages, the regular 
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World Digest For the same reason it is incited that 
the magazine will appeal to a wider circle of readers than the immediate 
fellowship of the Alliance and that it may be of service to the whole cause 
of the Gospel in the world. 


* * 


N the Editorial of our last issue we made reference to the recently 
[ putiishes report entitled The Catholicity of Protestantism, edited by 
R. Newton Flew and Rupert Davies. That report was the second of 
three such reports elicited by the Archbishop of Canterbury and represented 
the point of view of the Evangelical Free Churches. The first report, put out 
in 1947, was the manifesto of Anglo-Catholicism under the title of 
Catholicity. By the time this magazine makes its. appearance it is hoped 
that the third and last of the reports will have been published, this time 
from the side of Anglican Evangelicalism, entitled The Fulness of Christ.* 
In many respects this latter is the most constructive of the three . 
documents and grapples most seriously with the issues raised by Dr. Fisher 
with reference to the conflict between the catholic and protestant traditions. 
Inasmuch as the Catholicity report seriously misrepresented the teaching of 
orthodox protestantism on a number of points, it was natural and fitting 


that the writers of the next report (as its title indicates) should have been at 


pains to correct these misunderstandings and to argue that there is much 
more “ catholicity ” in genuine protestantism than the authors of Catholicity 
recognise. The report The Fulness of Christ has the advantage of being 
freer from the element of controversy. It is concerned to reconcile differences 
rather than to emphasise them. The writers contend that both catholicism 


“and protestantism embody insights of real spiritual value and that in 


general these insights may be regarded as complementary, not contradictory. . 
By way of illustration, they consider three pairs of truths which are 
commonly set at variance with each other. In the matter of salvation, there | 
is the protestant insistence on justification by faith alone and the catholic 
emphasis upon the sacraments as the appointed channels of grace. ‘With 
regard to authority, protestantism accords primacy of ,place to the Bible. . 
as the rule of faith, while catholicism witnesses to the living voice of the 


Church as the.vehicle of the Spirit of Truth. As for the Church itself, . 


protestants conceive of it chiefly in personal terms as the fellowship of men 
with God and with eoch other in 
essentially a visible society with a divinely ordered worship and ministry in 
direct continuity with the apostles. The writers of the report express their 
conviction that all these six elements can exist side by side in the church’s 
life, that each has its necessary place in the achieving of “ the fulness of 
Christ,” and that it is only by a frank and honest acceptance of a “ unity 


in tension ” that the divided members of the Body of Christ can come 
together in a reunited church. ; 


*S.P.C.K., 3/6 | 
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HIE, of church union has bees, béomght by the 
publication of another report : Church Relations in England. This 
document summarises the findings of the representatives of the Church 


of England and the Free Churches who have conferred together during the 


past three years to consider the practical implications of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s “ Cambridge Sermon” of November 3rd, 1946. In that 
sermon Dr. Fisher expressed the view that an attempt to bring about full 
organic union between the Established Church and the Nonconformist 
bodies appeared to be beyond the possibility of immediate realisation. He 
therefore suggested that a different approach be made to the subject : that 
in the first place the aim should be, not full union of the churches but the 
_ attainment of intercommunion between them ; and that this should be 
achieved by the Free Churches making the experiment of “* taking episcopacy 
into their own systems.”’ The report now issued shows how this could be 
done if the Free Churches (or any one of them) consented to make the 
experiment and to adopt an episcopal form of government. 


The question that arises, of course, is, Are the Free Churches willing to 
“try out ” episcopacy in this way, and can they in fact do so without being 
disloyal to their past history ? But behind that question lies another and 
more fundamental question : What is the nature.of the episcopacy which 
the Free Churches are being asked to share in common with the Church of 
England ? If episcopacy denotes something synonymous with prelacy ; if it 
is bound up with a rigid and mechanical theory of apostolic succession ; if 
it is essentially sacerdotal in character, and if in effect it involves unchurching 
all the non-episcopal churches of the Reformation—then admittedly there 
is not the slightest hope of the Free Churches giving serious or sympathetic 
consideration to such a step. And who would blame them ? On the otherhand, 
if episcopacy be conceived first and foremost as a spiritual form of ministry, 
having historic links with the church of the first centuries ; if its supreme 
purpose is to provide the church with adequate pastoral oversight i in accord- 
ance with New Testament patterns ; if its design is to safeguard the truth of 
the gospel and to ensure the continuance of a faithful ministry of the word 
and sacraments—then indeed Dr. Fishet’s suggestion may commend itself — 
to some at least of the Free Churches as a means of forwarding Christian 
unity in this country. Everything would seem to turn upon whether 
episcopacy be regarded (in Bishop. Gibson’s words) as “ an allowable form 
of government ” pertaining to the bene esse of the church, or whether it be 
insisted upon as the only valid ministry and therefore necessary to the e 
of the church. The latter view is no more in harmony with historic An 
canism than it is with the teaching of the New Testament. We do well to 
remind ourselves of the words of a distinguished Free Church scholar, Dr. 
T. W. Manson : “ There.is only one ‘ essential ministry ’ in the Church, the ~ 
perpetual ministry of the Risen and Ever-present Lord Himself.” F.C. 
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the World's 
through its Chairman, Lieut.-General 


NOTES 


‘Sunday Opening On November 23rd 


of the last the British Par- 


_ Festival of Britain liament, after a lively 


debate, gave ap- 
proval to the opening of the Festival of 
Britain on Sundays so far as the 
buildings and grounds at South Bank 
are concerned, thus making it legal for 
a Government to allow on a Sunday 
what is illegal for others. The purpose 
of the Festival is to show forth to the 
world the British way of life, as well as 
British achievements in the realms of 
science, industry, etc., during the past 
one hundred years. It is difficult to 
understand how the British way of life 
is demonstrated by an un-British 
Sunday, and we think: it right and 


proper to point out to intending - 


Sunday visitors to the Festival of 
Britain that they will see something 


- permitted by the British Government 


at South Bank, London, that is not per- 
mitted in any other part of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, neither 
would it be permitted in the majority 
of British Dominions and Colonies. 

- On November 17th the Council of 
Evangelical Alliance, 


Sir Arthur Smith, addressed the follow- 


- ing letter to-the Prime Minister : 


Sir, 
Festival of 


“In our letter to the Lord President 
of the Council dated 29th June, 1950, 
the Council: of the World’s Evan- 
gelical Alliance urged His Majesty’s 
Goyernment to honour God’s laws 
regarding Sunday in connection with 
the Festival of Britain. I now address 
you with particular reference to the 
question of opening the Amusement 
Park on Sundays. While the Council 
of the World's Evangelical Alliance 
consider such opening to be entirely 
contrary to the best traditions in 


~ according to the 


British life and to the Will of God © 
(which the nation ignores at its 
peril), we are deeply concerned at the 
reported official attitude that closure 
of the Amusement Park will result in 
considerable financial loss. We 
cannot stress too strongly that any 
idea of selling our character and our 
moral standards for financial gain is 
unworthy of the Christian principles 
of life on which the greatness of our 
Commonwealth has been built, and 
which alone bring honour to God, 
and can bring peace and prosperity 
to Britain. 
Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) Arthur Smith, 
Lieut.-General, 
Chairman, Executive Council.” 


A few days after the decision to open -- 


_ the Exhibition and grounds at South 
Bank on Sundays Parliament discussed 
the Sunday opening of the Amusement 
Park and grounds at Battersea Park, 
and by a large majority decided against 
their being opened. This is a matter for 
profound thankfulness, and there is no 
doubt that the very large nutaber of 


protests against the proposal svhich 


came from Christian people and 
organisations influenced a great number 
of Members of Parliament when they 
were giveh the opportunity of voting 
dictates of their 
conscience. 


The Roman Dogma The article under 


of the Assumption this heading which 

appeared in the 
last issue of EVANGELICAL CHRISTEN- 
DOM, and which was’ contributed by 


Rev. R. J. Coates—Viear-of Rawtenstall, 


Lancashire, has been reprinted as @ 
leaflet, and is obtainable from the 
Offices of the Alliance, 30 Bedford 
Place, London W.C.1, price 1d. each, 
or 6s. per 100.. We recommend this 
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‘pamphilet to all.our readers, and suggest 


they obtain copies to pass on to friends, 
particularly those whose only know- 
ledge of the pronouncement by the 
Pope of the new dogma has been 
gleaned from the daily newspapers. 


Ordinary Business We give notice, . 
Meeting of Members in accordance 
with Article 31 


of our Articles of Association, that the 
Ordinary General Meeting of Members 
(only) will take place at the Registered 
Offices of the Alliance, 30 Bedford 
Place, London, W.C.1, on Thursday, 
May 24th, at 4 p.m. for the transaction 
of formal business. The business of this 
meeting will be to receive and consider 
the Accounts and Balance Sheet, and 


ments made by 
the German 
Committee of the Evangelical Alliance 
for the observance of the Universal 
Week of Prayer included a daily service 


the Reports of the Executive Council broadcast through the North-West 


and Auditors for the year ending 
March 3ist, 1951, to elect or re-elect 
the Officers and the Executive Council, 
and to transact any other ordinary 
business of the Association. Any 
Member of the Alliance whose sub- 
scription is not in arrear for the year 
previous to the date of the meeting will 
be welcome at this statutory meeting. 


The Universal _—It is not possible at 
Week of Prayer the time of writing 
these Notes to give 


a summary of the observance of the 


Universal Week of Prayer throughout 
the world. We can state, however, that 
_ throughout November and December 
the staff at Headquartets have been 
busily engaged in dealing with the 
orders for posters and programmes to 
be used in every part of Britain during 


the Week of Prayer. More than 250,000 . 


copies of the topics in English have 


- been despatched, as well as nearly 


10,000 copies in Welsh. When we con- 
sider the numerous foreign translations 
ofthe programme that are made and 
used we realise in a very real way that 


this Week of Prayer is truly universal. _ 


_ At the time of writing some twenty or 


Region of the German Broadcasting 
System. This was conducted by Pro- 
fessor D. Heinrich Rendtorff, Rector 
of the University of Kiel. Professor 
Rendtorff was formerly Bishop of 
Mecklenburg, and was one of the first 
Bishops arrested by the Nazis. 

The 25th Evangelical Alliance Con- 
ference of Mannheim-Ludwigshafen 
took place last November in the recently 
restored Church Halt of the Wartburg 
Hospiz. The speakers were Direktor F. 
Heitmuller and Church-Councillor Dean 
Eckarrdt: Attendances increased as 
the Conference proceeded, and such 
spiritual blessing was experienced that 
all were sorry when the semenenenens was 
brought to a close. 


Austrian Evangelical The Committee 
Alliance in Vienna have 

arranged-a most 
interesting and helpful programme of 
monthly meetings for Bible study, the 
theme throughout being the elucidation 
of difficult passages in the Bible. The 
first of these meetings took place last 
October, and was better attended than 


any previous Alliance meeting in Vienna. 


The series goes on till May 1951. We 


received, but copies of the great 
majority are still to come. One of the 
: most interesting features of the work at 
Headquarters is the receipt each year of 
these foreign translations of the topics. 
They enable us to realise how close is 
our fellowship with believers in all : 
parts of the world as we join together | 
2 round the Throne cf Grace making 
the same petitions. | 
| 


Centenary of In the autumn of 
Bible Society last year the British 
Work in Austria and Foreign Bible 

Society celebrated 


beyond the dreams of Mr. Edward 


_of constant opposition from the Church 


of Rome he set to work to circulate the 
Bible, and after eighteen months’ work 
36,328 copies had been circulated, and a 
further 25,000 copies were in the press. 
Then the work was again suddenly for- 
bidden. The Society's entire stock of 
Scriptures was threatened with destruc- 


~ tion. Finally Mr. Millard was permitted 


to take all the stocks with him when he 
was forced to leave the country. In 1861 
the door opened once more and Mr. 
Millard re-started work in Vienna, also 


_ in Prague, Budapest, Belgrade and 


Warsaw. During the years that have 


passed since then there have been many 
difficulties, but the work has gone on. 
For a while during the last war all Bible 
distribution was forbidden by the Nazis. 
Now the demand for the Bible is great, 
and the Society’s colporteurs have 
wonderful opportunities of taking the 
Bible to a people more open to the 
Gospel than ever before. 


Germany As reported in our last issue 

under “ Evangelical World 
Digest,” the Rev. Geo. Dolman visited 
Germany last September on behalf of 
the Alliance. One of the results of his 


_ Visit was the suggestion that a confer- 
ence between the German leaders and 


the leaders of the Evangelical Alliance 
in Great Britain would be of very great 
value in a closer understanding of the 
problems of the present day. Accord- 
ingly a conference has been arranged to 
take place at the end of February, and 
the Chairman, Lieut.-Gen. Sir Arthur 
Smith ; one of the honorary secretaries, 
the Bishop of Barking ; and one of the 
Secretaries, Mr. F. Roy Cattell, together 


with the Rev. Geo. Dolman, will be 


travelling to Germany, and will meet the 
leaders of the German Evangelical 
Alliance in Hamburg from Tuesday, 
February 27th, to Thursday, March 1st. 
We are confident that this personal con- 
tact with our brethren on the Continent 
of Europe at this time, will be of great - 
value to the furtherance of the work of 
the Gospel in these days. 


Deeds of There are provisions in the 
Covenant Finance Acts of recent years 

which make it possible for 
Income Tax paid on subscriptions to 
Charitable Institutions to be recovered 
under certain conditions. The World’s 
Evangelical Alliance comes within the 
scope of these provisions, and a con- 


_Siderable number of our friends are 
‘increasing the amount of their sub- 


scriptions by allowing the Alliance .- 


j I 
| ask friends to remember our brethren in 
P Austria in prayer. They are carrying on 
| under difficult conditions, and are an- | 
| xious to seize the present opportunities 
to spread the Gospel of our Lord Jesus : 
among their fellow-countrymen, not : 
* only in Vienna but throughout the 
country. | 
} 3 2, thanksgiving service held in the largest 
Berggrav, Primate of Norway, preached 
| to a congregation of over a thousand. 
The same afternoon a centenary meeting 
| was held in a large concert hall, when 
nearly 2,000 people were present, includ- 
| ing the Lord Mayor of Vienna, and 
| of the Holy Scriptures in Austria last 
year reached the record figure of 53,000 | 
} Such a celebration would have seemed 
! 
of the Bible Society Committee in 1850 
; to make another attempt to enter the 
, hitherto fast closed land of Austria. 
This time he was successful, and in 
i September of that year he was able to 
2 open the first depot in Vienna. .In spite 
6 
| | | 


claim the Income Tax paid on the gross tion of £1 16s, 4d., the 16s. 4d. | 
amount of their contribution. The the amount of tax paid by the sub- 
conditions to be observed are : (1) The scriber out of income. The Alliance can 
subscriber must pay the standard rate recover this sum from the Inland 
of income tax (9s. in the £) on at least- Revenue. Similarly a subscription of 
part of his or her income. (2) The £5 is equivalent to a gift of £9 1s. 8d., 
subscriber must enter into a Deed of and so on. It is emphasised that a 
Covenant -with the Alliance to pay a subscriber paying his subscription under 
stated amount for a period of seven a Deed of Covenant is not incurring 
years, unless the Covenant is annulled any extra expense himself, but it 
earlier by the death of the subscriber. readily be seen that the funds of the 
(3) The subscriber will be required each llliance gain considerably. We hope 
year to sign a certificate showing the that ill 
amount of tax paid on his or her sub- make use of 

scription. Under this scheme, while the Deed 
standard rate of tax remains 9s. in the on application to the Secretary, World’ 
£, a subscription of £1 paid by the Evangelical Alliance, 30 Bedford Place, 
subscriber represents a total contribu- London, W.C.1. 


MR. HALL 


EADERS will learn with much regret that Mr. H. W. Hall will be retiring 
from the post of Joint-Secretary of the World’s Evangelical Alliance on 
March 3ist. Mr. Hall joiped the staff of the Alliance in 1922, and during 
these past 39 years, first as Accountant, then as Assistant Secretary, and finally 
as Joint-Secretary, he has given devoted service to the work. No one fully knows 
how much the Alliance owes to him, for he has kept himself in the backgroundin —s_iy. 
a most self-effacing way, seeking only and always the glory of God. In actual fact 
. the greater part of the more humdrum side of the work has fallen upon him, and 
he has always carried it out most cheerfully and efficiently. His knowledge of the 
history and inner working of the Alliance is of the greatest value, and we are 
delighted that he has accepted the invitation to attend the mectings of the Executive _ 
Council and that he will continue to help the work in this and other ways. ~ oy 
Those of us who have been closely associated with Mr. Hall have learned to 
appreciate the sterling worth of his character. He has consistently put the interests 
of the W.E.A. first and has never considered himself. He has been of particular 
help during the past few years in the difficult change-over in the leadership of the 
Alliance. His management of the finances and his organising of the Universal 
Week of Prayer have been admirable, and through this and other correspondence 
he has made a host of friends in various parts of the world. We look forward to | 
happy fellowship with Mr. Hall in the future and wish him much 


_Tetirement from the Secretariat. 
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DEVELOPMENTS. EVANGELISM 


‘Tue Rev. RicHarp Rees 

NE of the main objects of the 

Alliance, laid down at its founda- 

tion over a. hundred years ago 
and confirmed when it was incorporated 
in 1912, is “ the initiation and carrying 
on of various enterprises of direct 


evangelistic work.”” In the early days, 


the Alliance was one of the pioneer 
influences in united evangelism, many 
such meetings being held in the cld 
Exeter Hall and elsewhere. 

The present Council of the Alliance is 
anxious once again to carry out this 
most vital of its original objectives. The 
opportunity affcrded by the Festival of 
Britain is but one instance of the Coun- 
cil’s intentions in this direction. 

An opportunity has arisen for the ~ 
appointment of an evangelist to conduct 
—evangelistic campaigns in various parts 
of the country under the auspices of the 
Alliance and the council is happy to 
announce that the Rev. Richard Rees, 
the recently appointed Vicar of South- 
borough, Kent, has agreed to act in this 
capacity. Mr. Rees was ordained in 
1932 to Emmanuel Church, South 
Croydon. He then became Chaplain to 
the R.A.F. Camp at Halton and later 
in Iraq. After leaving the R.A-F. he 
spent three years at St. Luke’s, Watford, 
three years as Vicar of Holy Trinity, 
Brompton, Chatham, and then in 1943 
became Vicar of Bishop Hannington 
Memorial Church, Hove, where his 
ministry, not only in the church, but in 
a much wider sphere, has been marked 
by the undoubted blessing of God.. 

For some time Mr. Rees has wanted 
to devote more of his time to evangelistic 
work and, under the guidance and 
direction of the Bishop of Chichester 
and the Bishop of Rochester, was insti- 


tuted to the living of St. Peter’s South- 
7 borough, on January 27th with these © 
~ Wider aims also in view. The Trustees 


of the Church and the Parochial Church 
Council at Southborough are in full 
sympathy with Mr. Rees’ plan to devote 
much of his time to evangelism and © 
work for the Alliance, and we are con- 
fident that our readers will pray that 
this new branch of the work will be 
greatly blessed to the salvation of many. 


STUDENTS’ HOSTEL 

Since the end of the Second World 
War, the situation in the Mission Field 
has been complicated by many problems. 
One new factor, however, which in the 
days to come may have a_ profound 
effect on the whole missionary situation, 
is the Government scheme for the train- 
ing of prospective leaders from many 
overseas countries in the Universities 
at home. The Christian Church as a 
whole has been slow to wake up to the 
opportunitics for evangelism among 
the many students now in our midst, but 
appreciation of this new situation is 
gradually growing. Two years ago the 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship appointed a 
Secretary and set up a special depart- 
ment in an attempt to deal with it, 
particularly in London, but also else- 
where in University towns. 

The attention of the Council of the 
World’s Evangelical Alliance has been 
drawn to this great field of opportunity, 
and for some time they have been seeking 
ways of making practical contribution 
towards helping to meet the tremendous 
need. One of the needs is for a suitable 
hostel near the University of London, 
which can house a number of students 
and be used as a centre for placing others 
in Christian homes, and also as a centre 
for organising squashes, direct evangelis- 
tic work, and personal contacts. Many 
properties have been inspected, but none - 
appeared suitable. 

Quite recently the opportunity of 
obtaining the lease of two houses in 
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Bedford Place adjacent to the 
of the W.E.A. has presented itself, and 


academic year in October, to be run as 
a hostel on a definite Christian basis. 
The hostel will be started on a small scale 
and will be run in close co-operation with 
our friends at the Inter-Varsity Fellow- 
ship, who will very largely take the 
burden of finding the students to whcm 
the hostel will be most valuable, and will 
also assist in much of the administration. 


Both the Council of the Alliance and 
the Inter-Varsity Fellowship will greatly 
value the prayer support of the readers 
of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM that this 
hostel may make a real contribution to 
winning many overseas students to 
Christ, sending them back as mission- 
aries to their own ies, and will 
further have the effect of strengthening 
and encouraging those who come as 
Christians. In subsequent issues we 
shall hope to provide additional inform- 
ation about this important development 
in evangelism. 
F.R.C. 


UNIVERSAL WEEK PRAYER 
A Brief Summary by our Own Correspondent 


Toe year the Central Hall, West- 
minster, became the meeting-place 
| for the Central London Meetings 
of the Universal Week of Prayer (Janu- 


real spiritual power, and were an inspir- 
ation to all who were present: Their 
main features were the increased attend-. 
ances, compared with those of last year, 
and the presence of so many young 
people, which must have been a source 
of great encouragement to the Secre- 
taries—Mr. H. W. Hall, and Mr. Roy 
Cattell, to whose work in connection 
with the Week of Prayer more than one 
speaker paid tribute. Clergy and 
ministers representing the various de- 
nominations, and representatives of 
Missionary Societies, were present on 
the platform to lead the intercessions : 
_ and opportunities were given to mem: 
bers of the audience to engage in prayer, 
while there were also set aside periods of 
silent waiting upon God. Prayer, 


thanksgiving, and confession formed the — 


‘them of its message : 


triple crown of true devotion. The 
spiritual needs of the nations were ever 
uppermost in mind and thought. Those | 
who occupied the chair at the various 
sessions during the week included Sir 


Henry Holland, Bishop J. C. Mann, Mr. 
Lindsay Glegg, and Mr. John H. Cordle. 


The Christian Home 

Though the meetings were fittingly 
arranged for devotions-rather than for 
speech, short addresses were given each 
evening, and they proved to be most - 
helpful and inspiring. The Rev. J. R. 
W. Stott (Rector of All Souls’, Langham 
Place, London), turned the thoughts of 
bis hearers to Bethlehem, reminding 
“the Babe lying . 
in a manger.”’ The angels said that the 
sight of the Babe lying in a manger was 
to be a sign. Surely, it was a sign of the 
humanity of God. When God chose to 
come into this world He came in human 
guise : He entered into their human 


‘ experiences.” It was a sign, too, of the 


humility of God. He came as.a helpless 


| 
we are glad to report that the offer : 
made by the Council has been accepted. : 

In consequence, it is hoped to open these 
houses by the beginning of the next 


even when He entered upom His public 
_ministry He still remained a carpenter, 
’ but this-time working upon the charac- 
ters of men and women, fashioning them 
anew. He did not choose as His fol- 


lowers perfect saints : He chose just 


to be leaving God out of account. 

PRAYER 
THANKSGIVING AND 
‘ THANKSGIVING For the growing unity and co-opération between 
. Evangelicals in all parts of the world. 
; Fof the Universal Week of Prayer, and for abundant evidence of God's 
blessing on united meetings in many places. 
. F For the new opportunities of serving the cause of the Gospel of Christ 
4 ae which are presenting themselves to the World’s Evangelical Alliance. 
the co-cperstion in the Unig 
- during the Festival of Britain. : 
PRAYER For an outpouring of the Holy Spicit cn. all thinks 
-* part in the United Evangelistic Witness, and on those who will attend 
et the Exhibition and Meetings. 
, 3 ® That the United Evangelistic Witness may be used to bring many to 
&. acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. - | 
' J That the leaders of the Alliance may be given wisdom, guidance aud ~~ 
7 i | understanding, that they may faithfully fulfil God’s purposes for the 


Babe: ‘The story of Bethichem chal- 
i lenged their pride. It was a sign, also, 
of the homelessness of God. Even from 
rejected of men. And there was still no 
The Rev. Geoffrey King (Fast London using 
Tabernacle) emphasized the influence lay to hand. To-day His people were 
and value of the Christian home. A being called to be fellow-workers with 
: true home life founded upon the Word Him in that self-same task. 
of God was one of the great needs of the On Thursday evening General Sir 
q nation to-day. They were concerned william Dobbie was the speaker, and 
; about the broken homes in their land. his address, so helpful in its simplicity, 
¢ And there were Christians who had to brought home to the minds of his listen- 
i sometimes things in their homes that (Christ's near Return. If He was soon 
were unworthy of the name of Christ. to come. then we must realise how 
The Christian home was one of the short was the time, and how urgent the 
3 greatest assets to the child, to the need for our witness in proclaiming the 
Church, and to the nation. message of salvation. Men were looking 
in this direction, and in that, for a 
; The Master-Carpenter solution of their difficulties, but seldom 
: In the course of his address on the were they looking in the one and only 
: Wednesday evening the Rev. P. N. direction where that solution could be 
a Gilliat (Vicar of Holy Trinity, Bromp- found—to the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
. f ton) reminded his hearers of those spite of all His wonderful deliverances 
gg “ hidden” years spent by Christ in in the past, the nation so largely seemed 
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EVANGELICAL WITNESS 
THE FESTIVAL BRITAIN 


A Summary of Recent Events and Latest Information 


Hall, Westminster, on November 
14th last, in preparation for our 
great Campaign next September, 


Han, Westminster, on: November 


occurred just too late to be reported in 


our December issue. The Bishop of 
Rochester’s inspiring address cn the 
Bible and the British nation is printed 
in full in this issue (see page 12). The 
other speaker was the Rev. W. D. 
Jackson, who gave a moving evangelistic 
message based on 1 Thess. i. 8-10. 


January 12th.—The next of these 
preparatory meetings took place in the 
Central Hall on Friday, January 12th, 
and formed the last of the Central 
London Meetings in connection with 
the Universal . Week of Prayer (see 
page 9). Lieut.-General Sir Arthur F. 
Smith was in the chair. The Bishop of 
Sodor and Man (the Right Rev. J. R. S. 
Taylor, D.D.) spoke on the message of 
Calvary as expressed in three clauses in 
Isaiah liii. : “He was numbered with 


has been arranged for Wednesday, 


during his Albert Hall rallies. The 
final meeting in the scries is planned for 
Tuesday, June 19th. 


The Exhibition. — Plans for the 
Exhibition of Evangelical Work to be 
held in the Central Hall throughout 
September have now taken definite 
shape. The Exhibition will occupy the 
lower part of the Hall and no less than 
125 Evangelical Societies will be taking 
part in it. Apart from portraying what 
the Evangelical forces in this country 
have done (and are doing) to spread the 
Gospel of Salvation throughout the. 
world, the Exhibition will provide a 
striking demonstration of the essential 
unity of all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. Other activities 
will also take place in the Great Hall 
during the day time, including lectures, 
film-shows, organ recitals, etc. 


Evangelistic Campaign.—Every even- 
ing (Sundays excepted)throughout the 
month of ber an Evangelistic 
Meeting will be held in the Great Hall. 
The team of evangelists, under the 
leadership of the Right Rev. Hugh R. 
Gough, Bishop of Barking, will consist 
of 'the Rev. Dr. W. E. Sangster, Mr. A. 
Lindsay Glegg, Mr. Thomas B. Rees, 
the Rev. Alan Redpath, and Mr.- 
Stephen F. Olford. Others will co- 
operate as guest speakers. 


Prayer Cards.—Intensive prayer is 


‘the vital need at the moment. Without 


this, all our plans arid efforts will be in 


_vain. Prayer Cards will gladly be 


supplied on application. 


{4 
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‘ ransgressors.... He sin 
of many. ... He made intercession for 
the transgressors.” In the closing 
address the Rev.-Alan Redpath took us 
to the story of Abraham and Sodom 
in Genesis xviii, reminding us of the 
power and privilege of intercessory 
prayer. 
Next Meeting.—The next meetirig in 
p tion for the ber campaign 
minster. One of the speakers will b DR : 
Mr: T. B. Rees, who will have with | 
him, hoped, many the young 
people who have been helped by him 


we 


* 


THE PEOPLE BOOK 


"What the Bible has meant to the British Nation 
By THe Rr. Rev. C. M. Cuavasse, O.B.E:, M.C., D.D.* (Bishop of Rochester). 


was to give divecion #0 social wane 


“deep thankfulness to God for the 
blessing which He had bestowed upon 
mankind,”’ and also the conviction that 
these blessings could ““ only be realised 
in proportion to the help that the 
nations are prepared to render each 
other,” in peace, and love, and ready 
assistance. The Festival of Britain, next 
year, commemorates this acknowledg- 


* An address given At the Central Hall West 


on Nov. 4th, 1950. 
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ment of universal brotherhood, ordained 
by God, as evidenced by the abundant 
blessings He has bestowed upon the 
world, as long as they are shared in a 
family spirit, At the same time the pur- 
pose of the Festival is slightly different. 
It is not to collect into one place all the 
various national products of the different 
parts of the globe. It is to show forth to 


the whole world, and also to ourselves, 


what is the British way of life. 


Cradled in Religion 
What is that way of life which first con- 
ceived the idea of the Great Exhibition to 


- promote human brotherhood, and then 


has kept this people resolutely along 
that path of peace and unity through 
the century that has intervened ? The 
historians of the time record that the 


_ Great Exhibition was cradled in religion.. 


For, as they affirm, of all the great 
civilizations, there was never a more 
Christian civilization than the England 
of the middle of the last century. ma 
would, therefore, be quite impossible to _ 
explain the British way of life without 
understanding that for the past four 
centuries, the British havé (in the classic 
phrase of the historian J. R. Green) 
been “the people of 4 Book, and that 
Book the Bible.” As Earl Baldwin has 
testified : “‘ The higher qualities of our 
race, our ideals of chivalry, love of 
justice, and hatred of tyranny, of free- 
dom and of adventure, are the ideals 
which our people have learned from the 
reading of their own English Bible.” 
out in one of the central ceremonies of 


_ our Coronation Service. ‘The ordered 


procedure of the Coronation Service is 
like the unrolling of the scroll of history. 


at 
| 1951, com- 
. memorates the Great Exhibition of 
1851. The purpose sf that 
the world was undergoing, owing to the 
industrial revolution, and also to the : 
opening up of vast new areas of the : 
globe. 
What direction was the world, led 
| England, to take? There was this 
| amazing advance in scientific achieve- 
ment, which had produced swift trans- 
: port ; was responsible for the prolific 
production of manufactured goods ; 
and had led to a mighty expansion in 
trade. The nations were being brought 
together as never before ; and those 
who promoted the Exhibition, with the 
| Prince Consort at their head, defined | 
| their purpose as designed to promote [iRRREEEEEEEEEIIE 
“the realization of the unity of man- 
kind”: in other words, the brother- 
hood of man. So it was that the Crystal 
Palace raised its shining glories over the 
elm trees of Hyde Park, in order that 
: there might be brought together under 
one gleaming roof, from all parts of 
the world, the greatest treasures of the 
/ arts and crafts of the naiwns: and 
thereby, as the Prince Consort declared | 
in his inaugural speech, to express man’s 
/ 
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Bible and the Ministry 


a Now it is true that the presentation 


of the Bible to the Sovereign at his 
coronation is no older than William and 
Mary. At the same time the idea goes 
back to the Reformation ; for then it 
was that a new and central feature made 
its first appearance in the Ordinal. In 
the Church of England, immediately 
after the laying-on of hands, the Bishop, 
the Priest, or the Deacon, is presented 


with a volume of the sacred Scriptures 


as being the instrument of his Ministry 


were called the Acts of Grace—the 
releasing of certain prisoners—a cour- 
tier cried out in a loud voice that there 
were four or five more prisoners still 
remaining to be released. ‘“* Who are 
these ?”” he was asked. And he an- 
swered : “ The four Evangelists, and 
the Apostle St. Paul, long shut up in an 
unknown tongue, as it were in a prison, 


of the Word. It has been suggested that 8° that they cannot converse with the 


the idea of the Bible being essential to °O™mon people.” 


the carrying out of the work whether of 


A century later, Master Speaker, in 


the Church or of the State, was first “ the same Westminster Hall, invested 


voiced by the boy King, Edward VI, 
who, when he saw three swords 


Oliver Cromwell, not only with a prince- 


of state: ly robe, and with a golden sword and 


borne before him, cried out that one was sceptre, but also with “a large Bible 


missing. It was the Sword of the Spirit. 
But though it might have been the boy 
king who first expressed the truth, it 
was the British people themselves who 
demanded this innovation in the Ordinal 


-and in our Coronation Service. When 


Queen Elizabeth rode to Westminster 


_ for her crowning, the citizens of London 


pressed forward, and offered her a Bible. 


‘Moreover, when on the morrow, she 


_ attended at Westminster Hall for what 


richly gilt and bossed.”” And when 
seven years later Charles II landed on 
English soil, the Mayor of Dover and 
the Corporation welcomed him, and 
presented him with a Bible. Whereupon, 
as Pepys records, he clasped the Bible to 
his breast, saying that it was the thing 


he loved best in all the world. That 


‘sardonic monarch was fully resolved 
never to go on his travels again ; and 
he recognised the need of paying honi- 


There are ceremonies in it which go —— — 
back, not only to the enthronement of ; 
Anglo-Saxon kings, and the hallowing ; 
of Byzantine emperors, but to the anoint- | 4 
ing of Saul and David by Samuel. But 7 A 
there is one central rite of our Corona- : 
tion Service which is peculiar to the : 
British order alone, and it expresses and | 
explains the British way of life. Immedi- | 
ately the crown is placed upon the head 
) of a Sovereign, the Archbishop puts 
into his hand a volume of the English 
Bible with these words : “ Our gracious 
King, we present you with this Book, 
the most valuable thing this world 
affords. Here is widom: this is the 
royal Law : these are the lively Oracles 
of God.” 


| 


age to the British way of life, which was 
founded on the Bible. | 


In the Parish Churches 


But to go back to the days of Queen 
Elizabeth. When Queen Elizabeth came 
to the throne in 1558, the Bible in the 
for a short time. For it was in 


had taken such a hold upon the English 
people that they clamoured passionately 
for its restoration when Queen Elizabeth 
came to the throne ; and thenceforth 
it was that England became “ the peoplc 
of a Book, and that Book the Bible.” 
To explain the riddle we must go back 
before the days of Queen Effvabeth, and 
pay homage to the great pioneers and 
light-bearers of the English Bible. We 
go back 150 years and thank God for 
the day when, in 1380, John Wycliffe 
produced the first translation of the 
Bible in English in this country: And, 


mind you, in those days when printing | 


had not been invented, every volume, or 
portion of the Scriptures, had to be 
laboriously written out by hand. I do 
not think we realise that the fire which 
Wycliffe then kindled was never ex- 
tinguished ; but that it went on smould- 
ering underground long after its enemics 
believed that they had ruthlessly stamped 
it out. Right down to the Reformation 
you find Lollards still being burned. 
And though there could not have been 
a great number of Bibles in existence. 
seeing that they were all written by 
hand, yet there still exist to-day 170 
MSS. of Wycliffe’s Bible, or parts of it, 
eloquent: testimony of how they had 
been hidden away, and treasured by 
their possessors, at the risk of their 


lives. So it was that the smouldering 
desire for the Bible burst into flame, and 
blazed abroad, when at last the printing 
press was invented, and a copy of the 
English Bible was allowed to be placed 
in the hands of every man, woman, and 
child, in this country. 


the European family.”” As such, from 


known that institution, 
England’s grievous loss, almost 
died ; I refer to the habit of Family 
Prayers, with the family seated round 
the table reading the Bible together in 

You will be fully aware of the all- 
pervading influence that the Authorised 
Version’ of the Bible has exercised on 
our English literature. No one can bea 
studerit of English literature without 
having a close knowledge of his Bible. 
There are, for example, five hundred 
Bible illusions in Browning’s ““ Ring and 
the Book.” And I doubt if it is suffi- 


__ciently understood the extent to which 


The English Bible 
1538, twenty years before, that by order Even so the extent to which the Bible 
of King Henry, the Bible printed in has entered into, and taken possessiop 
English had been set up in all parish of the English imagination, has always 
| churches. Moreover, during the last five been a matter of astonishment, even to 
| of those twenty years the English Bible ourselves. The late Canon Vernon 
| had been rigorously proscribed by Storr, of Westminster, has written that 
| Queen Mary on pain of death.. Yet in ‘the English were the serious child of 
those short and troubled years the Bible 
) the first i a lar 
. response from “the poet and the 
| mystic, that is hidden in the English 
heart.”’ It is, for example, quite extra- 
ordinary how. the translation of the 
| a Hebrew and Greek Scriptures are 
treasured by us as our own English : 
Bible. No other country has adopted : 
the Bible in this way. You never hear 
of the French Bible, or of. the Italian | 
if Bible. If you had, you would never have 
heard of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Nor does any other 
country possess our Bible Societies 
Pe” or the propagation of the Scriptures, 
or Unions for the promoting of Bible : 
reading. Nor has any other country 
43 


a rabble and a babel of different races, 
And now, in our day, when the miracle 
of unity has been wrought, we have 
given their independence to India and 
to Pakistan. -No other country in the 
whole history of the world has ever 
risen to so noble an act of self-abnega- 


tion. By reason of the British Way of 


Life we inherit a magnificent tradition. 
By of God, and by following 
the of life of our fathers, we must 
hand on our British tradition, untarn- 


ished and enriched, to the children'who ~ 


come after us. 


Social Reform 


Then also the Bible has been responsible 


for every social advance and reform in 
this country, for the past three hundred 
years. If we trace back any movement 
of reform, whether in education, in 


prison reform, in the abclition of — 


slavery, and the rest, we find at the 


- 


is rooted in the Bible. Of the six Tol- 
puddle martyrs, of 1834, five were local 
preachers, and the sixth became a con- 
vinced Christian because of his com- 
panionship with his fellow martyrs. Or 
again, Mr. Keir Hardy was the first 
Labour member to enter Parliament ; 
and he certainly had a Bible in his hand. 
‘Once more, the Bible has profoundly 
affected the personal character of the 
Englishman. Dr. G. M. Trevelyan is 
the greatest historian of the seventeenth — 
century and R. C. K. Ensor is the 
undoubted authority on the nineteenth 
century. Both of them affirm the same 
about the English of those two differing 
periods. They testify that it was through 
the Bible that England acquired an 
idealism and strength of purpose which 
enabled it to surpass all other nations 
in the struggle towards personal purity 
and integrity, in the ennobling of family 
life, and in resolutely placing duty and 
service before pleasure and comfort. 
As Mr. Ensor writes: “ The English- 
man is one who endures as seeing Him 
Who is invisible.” The Bible has been 
responsible for what might be described © 
as the practical mysticism of the English- 
man. He is a man who walks with God, 
and takes his religion into his daily life. 
God Still Speaks 
then, I ask, is it in the Bible 
which has exerted this profound forma- 
tive influence upon English character ? 
In the first place, the Bible is the self- 
revelation of God to man. Even more 
than the marvels.of nature—and you 
know what it is to be seized with a sense 
of God as you look on some great 
mountain-scene ; even more than the 


‘Sacraments—and you know those holy 


moments when we kneel round the 


the Bible has shaped our customary beginning of the road, a pioneer with 
forms of thought and terms of speech. a Bible in his hand—a Wilberforce, a 
The great illustration of that is, of Lord Shaftesbury, a Samuel Romilly, a 
course, how Bible reading. made a Robert Raikes, a John Howard, an 
tinker one of the greatest masters of Elizabeth Fry, a Denis Frederick 
English, in the person of John Bunyan. Maurice. Even the Labour Movement 
But the way the Bible has framed our 
speech and idiom and thought-forms is 
also symbolic of how the Bible has 7 
moulded English life and character. | 
It has shaped our national character. | 
That great Bishop of London, Mandell | 
Creighton, one of the most noted his- | 
torians of his day, and who died in 1901, | 
declared in a Diocesan Charge that 
since the Reformation (not before; that ; 
is, since we became “the people of 
a Book’’) “there have been many con- | 
spicuous instances in which England 
has shown a more exalted morality than 
can as yet be said to prevail universally.” 
You have an instance of that truth in 
the history of India. Shortly before the 
great Exhibition, Christian English | 
statesmen set out to give national con- 
sciousness toa great Continent which was 
| 
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Table of our Lord—the Bible brings the _ 


reader into direct and immediate con- 
sciousness with the living presence of 
the High and Holy God Who inhabiteth 
eternity. 

In the second place, the Bible gives us 
a portrait of Christ. What is it possible 
for you and me to know about God's 
Son, and His life on earth, unless we 
read His life, and study His portrait, 
as set forth in the Gospels? Only so 
can we hope to acquire that mind in us 
which was also in Christ Jesus. 

Lastly, the Bible, because it is the 
self-revelation of God, and because it 
gives us a portrait of our Blessed Lord 
Himself, is the Living Word of God. 


‘The very phrase, “ the Word of God ” 


is impressive. The Bible is not only the 
record of what God said once ; but God 
still speaks to us in a living voice through 
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celebrating the Festival of 


JAPAN AND THE GOSPEL 


A Survey of Post-War Conditions — 
By THE RiGut Rev. J. C. MANN, D.D. ms 


situation in the Japan of to-day 

one can understand the attempt 
of the pre-war government to secure 
that there should be only two Christian 
bodies, whether in Japan itself or in 
occupied China—the first, Roman 
Catholic, and the second, all the rest. 
There is a somewhat similar simplifica- 
tion, though with very different purpose, 
in occupied Japan, where for a great 
part of the personnel “ Catholic” 


situation at the complicated 


“Protestant” chaplains are pro- 


vided to undertake all Christian minis- 
terial duties. Halfway through the 
war there was a time when the Japanese 
authorities had staved off recognition 
of all but two Christian bodies—Roman 
Catholic and the united Protestant 
Church, commonly ‘known as_ the 


} 


kyodan "—and, in so doing, had 
realised in part the desired simplifica- 
tion. Unrecognised by them but still 
functioning were the Orthodox and 


j 


_Anglican bodies. Theré were few 


Churches that stood outside these four - 


groups. To-day the situation is entirely 
different. 


after the cessation of fighting all re- 
strictions upon religious organisations 


_ were removed, save that State Shinto 


was disestablished. This meant that 
any small number of persons (was it 
three ?) could declare themselves 4 
denomination. Since then literally hun- 
dreds of religious groups have sprung 
up—Buddhist, Shinto, Christian and 
others that defy classification. . The 


“Orthodox and Anglican Churches re- 
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the Bible our Lord, Himself speaks to 
3 our hearts, and reveals to us “in all 
the Scriptures things concerning 
t ish people during = 
hundred years, and in 


covered their proper status. Lutherans, 
some of the Baptist and Holiness groups 
drew out from 

the “Kyodan,” leaving Methodists, 


Presbyterians and Congregationalists to _ 


form the backbone of the united 
Church, which is still functioning 


strongly. 
Influx of Missions 
Even this situation would have been 
simple compared with that which was 
to be found before the war, when the 


Japan Christian Year Book listed no 


fewer than forty-six mission boards 
_ working in Japan proper. Now, while 
most of these have resumed their 
activities, others have joined the work 
and the list keeps on lengthening. Most 
of these are of North American con- 
nection, though certain European 
- countries have now come to be reprc- 
sented for the first time. The Church of 
England is still the only Church to send 
missionaries from this country, though, 
as before, the Salvation Army is still 
represented and the Japan Evangelistic 
Band has a strong contingent. 

What is the explanation of this 
influx of evangelistic forces? Simply 
that the opportunity is great and the 
going is good. The declared purpose of 
the occupation is to make the country 
democratic, and it is made quite clear, 
though unofficially, that Christianity is 
the basis of democracy. Thus it.is the 
right thing to learn what Christianity 
means, All the same it would not be 
fair to attribute the present eagerness 
to learn to the persuasions of -the 
occupation. Defeat has brought dis- 
illusionment and the people are anxious 
to find some basis for their post-war 
existence. Congregations have grown, 
largely by the attendance of young 
people. English Bible classes flourish. 
Baptisms are mounting in number. 
Here is a field white to harvest and, as 
the word spreads, the reapers arrive. 


_Far be it from us to say that any of 


_ these are unwanted. If God calls, man 


belong to bodies that make no provision 
for co-operating with others. 

-The testing will come when the 
reaction against Christianity sets in, as 
is likely to happen. Then that work will — 
abide which has had as its purpose the 
building up and strengthening of 
independent Churches, usually defined 
as being self-governing, self-supporting 
and self-extending. We do well to 
pray that the one Spirit will guide the 
multiplicity of bodies into a unity of 
His making for the glory of God and 
for the more speedy evangelisation of 
the country. 

By way of illustration, it may be 


recorded that there is no keener 


_Aried and sentenced to death, 


evangelist in Osaka than a man who 
first came to Japan as an airman in 


the 
Doolittle raid. Brought down, he was’ 
but was 


eventually reprieved by the Emperor. 


This experience led him into a vital 
experience of Christ and he has returned |. 
to Japan to tell of the salvation which 
he himself has found. He has been 
welcomed as a hero and, surely, only in 
Japan could such a -paradoxical situa- 
tion hold ! He has a flair for publicity 
and is using it splendidly for the 
proclamation of the Gospel. It should 


be added that his work is done in. 


association with one of the already - 


existing Churches, though in his eager- 
ness to seize the opportunity he is 


typical of .the newcomers who are 
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arriving in such numbers. 


“a 


must respond. Far be it from us to .« i 
regret the complicated situation if 
Christ is being the more widely i 
preached. At the same time it is 
es evident that all this activity will give t 
and Church union. Some of those who 
have entered the field are the first to ! 
| represent the body to which they belong, 3 
so that they begin de novo alongside old 
integrated with independent Japanese 
ee Churches. Many of the new arrivals 
| 
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THE RISTIAN AND GAMBLING 


Some Rcflections of the Church Assembly's recent Report—* Gambling : 
As Ethical Discusson 


By Frank J. 
(Metropolitan Magistrate and Member of the Church Assembly) 


j 


being able to win a huge sum of money 
in return for a few pounds or shillings 
obviously constitutes a terrific tempta- 
tion to all and sundry, including 
Christians, to gamble—and to make a 
habit of gambling. (In a recent case 
before me at Clerkenwell it was revealed 
that in return for a sum of 20s. the 
defendent stood to win £265,781! He » 
was before the Court because in order. 
to be sure he got the right answer he 
j | 


| | 
\ 
: Session of the Church that “This Assembly, while receiving 
| te this report as a valuable contribution 
i; Gambling Report produced to discussion, regards it as not fully | 
| a lively but not acrimonious discussion. representative of the mind and con- 
For my part I was unable to vote for science of the Church of England as a 

the reception of the Report because I whole,” nobody will be justified in 
| thought—to use the words of the Bishop saying that the Church of England has 
: of London—that it “ contained state- officially declared that it approves of 
I agreed with Mr. A. E. 

i resigned from the Commission, that the National Background 

: Commission should have started their According to the terms of reference 
labours from the common ground that the Commission was brought into 
gambling was wrong im itself for cyictence because of “ the evil con- 
Christians. Concerning that matter, s-ouences of the present increase in 
surely the Church should have matic gambling and betting” and in order 
up its mind long ago. As several that “the Church Assembly may be 

Report was wrong, for whatever the attitude in regard to this matter.” The 

ifitentions of the Commission may have debate took place against the national 

: been, the Report seemed to advocate background that the gambling craze has 

gambling and was therefore a dangerous reached such dimensions as to become 
document. a festering sore in our national life— 

Report Not “ Approved ” a fact that seemed to be somewhat 

the voting seems tc have created the engaged in gambling and betting and 
impression in the minds of the public that anything up to one thousand 
and Church people that the Assembly million pounds is being spent annually 
approved of gambling. This is not the in this form of activity. The possibility 

fact, for as the Chairman, the Arch- of arfybody who is prepared to gamble 
| bishop of York (Dr. Garbett), pointed 

| out, by the rules of the Assembly the 

| “ reception ”’ of a Report did not involve 

acceptance of anything in it. This 

| explanation undoubtedly decided many 

c to vote for “reception” who would 
" not have voted for “approval.” In 

| view of this fact, coupled with the 
action of the Assembly in approving 

| the motion of the Bishop of Winchester , 

©Published by Church Information Board 3). 


“money belonging 
to finance his 


In the domestic court one learns that 
although a husband may not have 
drifted into crime because of gambling, 
yet his gambling activities caused the 
break-up of the home. Obviously, if a 


husband is sent to prison the home will 
- Often be broken up: so too, even 


increase in the gambling habit and that 
both these evils increase at a ‘(ime when 
there is an increasing spirit of irreligion. 


to others within the last few days the Home 


Secretary has stated that the figures of 


juvenile delinguency this year (1950) 


‘amendment “ that the Report be not 


thouzh no offence be committed, if. 


wages or salary are frittered away in 
betting or gambling the same result 


_ follows. Moreover, not a few gamblers 


decline to work, A wife applied to mé 


received ’’ are to be found at pp. 35, 
36 and: 37. Thus at p. 35 we read 
in the next chapter, we consider 
by what rules a Christian ought to 


regulate his gambling ’’—language which 


seems to advocate gambling, or, at 
any rate, to pre-suppose—dquite erro- 
neously as I think—that gambling is a 
common and natural pastime amongst 
Christians. The next chapter in 
question—Chapter IV—is headed ‘‘ The 
Conditions of Permissible Gambling ” 


for a ‘maintenance order for herself’ and commences with the bald statc- 


4 
/ 
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7 results of the races concerned were does not support us and he refuses to 
or work.” When I enquired how he 
, are especially managed to live, she said, “ He has 
for if they are plenty of money: he draws. Public 
in enough to buy Assistance ; he does a bit of fiddling ; 
a home, or to he goes to the dogs!”’ Obviously a 
purehase a motor-car, piano, tele- husband with the mentality .of the 
MM set or the like. typical scrounger. There is a close 
affinity between the mentality of the 
Gambling and Crime scrounger and that of the gambler. 
: In the criminal courts one learns that 
not infrequently there is an intimate Juvenile Delinquency 
connection between gambling and It is common knowledge and not 
crime ; and the offenders are usually nowledge confined to magistrates, 
men in a good station in life holding that the broken home is the chief cause 
positions of trust such as professional of—juvenile delinquéncy. It may be 
men, cashiers, wages clerks and the like. something mofe than a coincidence 
Dr. W. F. Roper, Principal Medical that the increase in juvenile delinquency 
Officer of Wakefield Prison, giving ..oms to with a nation-wide 
evidence before the Royal Commission 
on Betting referred to three types of 
gamblers ; 
access to 
and who 
humbler person who lost his wages Or show an increase over last year. The 
spending money on betting, was Te- peneral tendency is ever upward and 
: luctant to confess to his wife or mother this at a time when the State is making | 
and found it a lesser shame to steal’; unprecedented efforts at enormous cost 
| thirdly, the hanger-on at race tracks 4, cope with the problem. 
and the like, who was definitely crimin- | 
ally minded and merely intent on getting ) 
a dishonest living. Dr. Roper also gave 
it as his opinion that betting and ~“ Some of the statements in the Report 
gambling seemed to call forth latent which caused support for Mr. Godyer’s 
criminality. 
| 
| 


a 


thought that they would at least have 
agreed that gambling was unworthy of 
Christian attention. Are we not bidden 


unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith’? If gambling for amuse- 

“ment be not a “ sin,” surely it is at least 
a weight.”” 


self becoming so taken up with it that 
he gives to it all, or even a great part of, 
the leisure and money he has for 
entertainment, it is time for him to stop 
and think. . . .”*-One may be forgiven 
for supposing that. on the. principle 
that those who do not wish to burn 
their fingers should not play with fire, 


: 


ment ? Would any sane father introduce 
gambling for amusement into his family 
circle, knowing as he would know, that 
the practice might well turn out to be 
the first step in the ruination of his 
children’s lives in later years? Truly, 


_“ great events from little causes spring.” 


“We sow an act, and we reap a habit : 


we sow a habit and we reap a ch@r- 
acter ; we sow a character and we reap_ 
a destiny.” 


% ment, “ Gambling is permissible as an the time for doing the hard thinking * 
| amusement.”” The conditions of per- should be before the practice of gambling | 
missible gambling are then stated to be is commenced. With regard to the 
; that it must be indulged in “temper- advice that gambling for entertainment 
ately,” “ cautiously and“ prudently’! should be indulged in “ prudently, 
| temperately and cautiously,” surely 
| Questionable Recreation . these are not the characteristics of 
“the help and guidance that they Personally I have never seen a gambler 
(Christians) should expect from the 
teaching of the Church,” says. that 
“something may rightly be done in 
individual direction : but to try to do 
| it for Christians in general, to try to 
impose upon them a nicely calculated 
it more or less, would be a piece of 
! tyrannical and indeed, ludicrous, legal- 
i ism. It is upon these lines that we 
would answer those who argue that 
gambling, even if it be in itself per- 
missible, is a pursuit unworthy of 
Christian attention ; that the recreation 
| it affords is so questionable that any 
indulgence in it is misuse of money and ‘oug quired repudiation. — Are 
invite the comment that if the Com- 
mittee felt unable to condemn gambling 
quences of the present increase in 
gambling and betting”? From af 
in riptures to y asi every purely psychological point of view they 
J weight and the sin which doth so are dangerous. Would any psycholo- 
_ easily beset us, and run with patience gist in view of the evil consequences of 
“the race that is set before us, lookirg the present increase in gambling and 
betting and the fact that “ gambling 
usually does—advise that there is no 
objection to persons gambling for amuse- . 
The Report then goes on to admit 
: that “Gambling can become an 
i obsession; and that if a man finds him- 


a day 
when he first started to gamble. One 
night a man knocked at my door. He 
was being sued by moneylenders and 
eould not pay. He was at his wits end. 
It was the old story. He had gambled, 
lost, borrowed and again lost. I never 


bound to say plainly that I consider 
gambling in any form to be an unworthy 
occupation for a Christian. In these 


Can there be any doubt that gambling. 


is an evil thing to be condemned not 


persons to gamble for amusement and 


only by Christians but by all persons, 


| religious or irreligious, who are alarmed 4 
| at the present nation-wide craze and ee 
are concerned for the character and 4 
reputation of the British people ? Do és 
not the known facts make it clear that # 
“ calls forth latent criminality"? No 4 
saw him again. Subsequently he was doubt bookmakers would thoroughly 
charged with the murder of his wife and approve of the advice that it is per- 4 
family. His counsel set up the defence missible for Christians and all other — q 
that the man was driven out ofhis mind Hs 7 
by financial worry and asked for a would be prepared to lay long odds 4 
verdict of “* Guilty but insane.” The that a proportion of those. who 3 
defence failed, the man was sentenced so gambled would sooner or later e 
to death and duly hanged. Comment become inveterate gamblers. ; 
would be superfluous. > 
The Challenge Surely gambling for amusement is no : 4 
All Christians dislike saying or doing part of the Christian way of life : 4 
anything that may seem to lay them surely it will lower the standards of a 
operi to a chatge of being self-righteous . Christian conduct and the Church of 4 
or a kill-joy or a spoil-sport, and I am England will tend to lose the respect of 4 
no exception to that rule. But having non-Christians, for although the latter x 
been asked to express my view I feel may criticise us, they will in their a 
hearts respect us if we maintain true a 
Christian standards. If the standgrds of a 
Christian life are lowered, it will follow, : 4 
days Of materialism and irreligion and as the night the day, that our national 3 
a general lowering of moral standards standards of life will also suffer. ¢ 
there is greater need than ever before Finally, if, as ‘the result of this 
| for those who profess and call them- Report, Christians take to gambling 4 
selves amusement, there will inevitably 
their high calling and to give the utmost some who will acquire the’ gambling a 
for the highest. Young Christians are habit, lose their own soul, and help to 4 
looking for a lead from those who are swell the present increase in gambling 4 
older in the Faith. The flock look for and betting, with a consequent increase a 
guidance and counsel from the spiritual ciime, broken homes, juvenile 
shepherds : if the shepherds take to delinquency and damage to the repu- q 
gambling for amusement, what will the tation of the Church of God. This 4 
-flock not do ? would indeed be a remarkable and 3 
deplorable sequel to the work of a a 
Committee set up by National 
Assembly of the Church of England. 
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WORLD DIGEST 


A Quarterly Survey 


By THe Rev. ALEXANDER McLetsu (Survey Editor, World Dominion Press) 


Revival Movements 
SUPPOSE that at any time there 
have been revivals in some part of 
the world or another. To-day there 

seem to be more than usual: Strangely 
enough, as if in preparation for the dire 
events which are taking place, Korea 
had a tremendous revival on the eve of 
the conflict. More than 25,000 people 
professed faith in Christ. Daily prayer 
meetings of 5,000 were not uncommon. 
The crowds assembling to hear the 
Gospel numbered some 75,000. This 


“happened in South Korea. In the midst 


of torrential rain thousands prayed on 
day after day. All over the country this 
happened. Prayer for the sick resulted 
in New Testament cures—just as amaz- 
ing. The man with the withered hand 
was cured again. The dumb spake, the 
paralysed -were restored. Students, too, 
were deeply stirred. This revival was 
born of prayer. One prayer meeting had 
gone on in the early hours of each day 


- for 1,700 mornings and some prayed all 


night. All the pastors and missionaries 
of the four denominations were at work 
with one accord. 


Lewis in Scotland has been the scene. 


of another revival. The church was at 
a low ebb. Several groups of men and 
women began to pray. in the parish 
church, often all night. This spread to 


_ many parts of the island and waves of 


conviction swept whole congregations. 
Churches were crowded and work was 
set aside. Extraordinary scenes were 
witnessed. Churches, private houses, 
furniture stores and a police station 
were used for prayer and personal deal- 
ing. The day of miracles is not passed. 


and if there were more faith and prayer 


on our part we should see “ the greater 
works ™ Christ promised. 


Africa 


“World Dominion” contains an 
account by the Assistant Bishop of 
Mombasa cf a revival movement in 
Kenya. This movement “ began to 
assume Colony-wide importance in 
1944, which was the centenary of the 
Anglican Mission in Kenya. . . . This 
became . _a challenge to fresh spiritual 
adventure. It was taken up by small 
scattered groups of men and women 
whose own lives had been changed by 
thorough knowledge of a living Saviour, 
but it was not till 1947 that the growing 
consciousness of wider unity in the 
Spirit led to planned action. This took 
the form of a convention for the deepen- 
ing of spiritual life in 1948. It was 
attended by some 1,800 people who 
received much blessing. A second large 


_ convention was held in 1949 attended by 


some 5,000 people, where the quiet 
wadiind of the Holy Spirit was even 
more in evidence.” This convention 
will be repeated. “* The main work of 
the revival has not, however, been with 
big meetings, but with individuals, 
through small groups of men and women 
(who are largely anonymous) meeting 
together for prayer and Bible study, who 
quicken the life of the churches to which 
they belong, and who go out to spread 
the Gospel in other parts of the country.” 
Africa is sharing widely in revival in 
these days. It is to be found in Ruanda, 
in Uganda and in Central Tanganyika. 
These revivat-tmovements are taking 
place within the life of the church where 
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tions. Churches built for 200 


have to accommodate 800, and so on. ‘~ 


Alaska is a danger zone in the struggle 
between the Soviet and the United 
States, and this movement has some | 
connection with the state of uncertainty 
which has gtipped the people’s minds. 

Persecution 


Persecution of Christians has become. 


the order of the day in many parts of 


a leaf out of the, book of Roman prac- 


tice. All over Latin America and most 
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migrants have been absorbed into Israel 
in two years at a cost of 220,000,000 
dollars, and the stream still continues. 


things are happening in Israel to-day. 
Here is an event in world history, of yet 
untold significance. What had been so_ 
long prophesied is now taking place. 
But Israel is still blind to its significance 


There is no reason why the church of southern Europe we hear this story a 
everywhere in the world should not of Roman Catholic repression aided by 3 
expect a deep-going spiritual renewal. Governments over which they have % 
The lesson of these movements is that acquired power. The latest gnd worst | 
if revival is looked for and prayed for case of this we have heard of recently is : 
it will come. The desperate days in Colombia. The local government is 
which we live demand that this become largely in control of the priests and most ‘ 
a world-wide experience. If it is not of the murders of Protestants are reli- 4 
becoming sO, some very serious ques- gious, not political. A great evangelical 5 
tions have to be asked by the leaders movement was in progress only a year q 
of the churches. ago under 335 
national workers. Now all forms of 
Cuba and Alaska terrorism prevail. Thousands of people 
Further news of revival comes from have perished. Time has been reporting | 
Latin America, especially from Cuba. the details. Twenty-five chapels have 
There had been for some years marked been burned and many more confiscated 
increase in Bible study, and now we or wrecked. Schools have been closed ) 
hear of ten to fifteen thousand. people and in many villages a state of terror 
meeting in the open air. No buildings prevails. People have fled their homes ; 
can accommodate the crowds. Thous- and many are in hiding. Pastors have 
__ ands have professed salvation in Havana been driven from their churches and 
and Santiago. Prayer meetings filling missions closed by the police. Books q 
the churches are a marked feature, and and Bibles are burned wherever possible. | 
the revival spreads to other towns and Many missionaries too have been killed. 7 
villages. Everywhere the Spirit of God The tales are almost unbelievable. And 
is moving in response to the simplest yet the church goes on increasing. This 4 
preaching of the Word. In Puerto Rico jig the work of a minority under the 
we hear of an almost similar movement control of the Roman Catholic Church. | 
and in a few weeks more than 10,000 But there are many well-disposed people | 
people have been added to the Church. ji, Colombia and the day will come : 
This revival also continues spreading. when the martyrs of to-day will be the . 
A strong movement into the churches seeq of the church. Colombia is a place E 
in Alaska is in evidence and buildings revival. 
congregz “he 
srotestar angelical commun- 4 
ity in Israel. broadcasts monthly devo- © 
tional services on Sunday afternoons. ; 
These are mostly in English, with : 
occasional talks in Hebrew and Arabic. @ 
’. as 1 There is no doubt that most important 
appear, persecution is the weapon of 


in God's purposes. Luke states that 


Jerusalem shall be trampled under the 


‘ feet of the Gentiles till the times of the 


Gentiles be fulfilled. Then shall come 
the end. But is it not extraordinary that 
in all the conquest of the Jews they were 
not able to take the old city of Jerusa- 
lem ? Like Moses on Pisgah, they have 
got only a glimpse of the sacred city. 
The Gentiles (Arabs) still trample the 
soil of Jerusalem. How did this happen ? 
The Arab Legion kept them out and 
that Arab Legion was trained by British 
officers ! So we are involved in ,what 
happened. So long as the Jews remain 
outside the city, so long does the proba- 
tion of the Gentiles last. When they 
enter it, then prophecy will be fulfilled. 
The present situation is almost unbe- 
lievable if we cannot see in it the hands 
of God. Even Bethlehem is in the hands 
of the Arabs and the Jews have no con- 
trol over the place where Christ was 
born. Permission was given this Christ- 
mas for genuine pilgrims to the Church 
of the Nativity to visit the town. But 
the Jews were not genuine pilgrims. 


The Jews and Christ 


What is the attitude of the Jews to 
Christ in these days? Canon Hugh 
Jones tells us that the outlook is hope- 
ful ; that there is a spirit of enquiry, of 


tolerance, a genuine feeling after a more 
perfect way of life, and a growing sense 


of spiritual vacuum which orthodox 
Jewry is not fulfilling. In fact, orthodox 
Jewry is bankrupt as a spiritual force 
and many feel that the way is being 
prepared for a profound spiritual 
awakening in Israel. Vite 

~ It was _Israel’s right to preach ‘the 
Kingdom to the Gentiles if it had re- 
pented and believed. It did not, but 
crucified the Lord Jesus. So the Gospel 
should be preached ‘ to the Jew first ”’ 
that they may ye’ repent and be regen- 
erated, and that event will convince 
the world as nothing else Will that “‘ the 
Kingdom of God is at hand.” 


East and West Germany and so to the 
embroiling of the whole Continent. 
There are other leaders who oppose 
Dr. Niemoller and others who do not 
wish the church to show an active 
interest in political questions. There is 
little doubt that Dr. Niemoller speaks 
for the mass of responsible opinion in 
Germany to-day. A letter has reached 
me from the well-known writer Dr. 


Reinhold Schneider of which these are 


some extracts: “We enter upon it 
(the New Year) with trembling appre- 
hension : all our problems have still to 
be solved ; the past year has witnessed 
a disastrous development for the 
German nation as well as for the whole 
world. As nations believe in the power 
of armaments, one cannot hope that 
they will not take up arms, which will 
mean a war of Germans against 
Germans as a prelude to the battles of 


annihilation which would be fought 


out in Europe. I no longer expect any 
heip from .human beings. Men ought 
to be stricken to the heart before their 
God—which is impossible to imagine 


“unless a sign should appear in the 


Heavens ; the apocalyptic stamp on 
human affairs becomes more and more 
distinct. Who does not feel it? ... 
I do not know how I am to stand it.”, 
Eastern Germany (Brandenburg) 
the Council have decided no longer to 
continue financial support of the church 
so long as its headquarters are in West 
Berlin. Bishop Debilius says that the — 
State authorities were kept informed of © 

all facts regarding the church. No 
pastor has been disciplined because of 
political opinions. Propaganda reached 
the smallest village in an éndeavour to 


_ THE problem of Germany is the key 
ee =. the future of Europe. We have 

noted in the Press the reaction of 
Church leaders in Germany to the 
suggestion of rearming the Western 

| Zone. Dr. Niemoller strongly opposes 
it as leading inevitably to war between 

| 
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"get support for the Council’s proposal. | 


Prayer is needed that the church may 
have courage and wisdom. 

The German Evangelical Church in 
Berlin has given a sum of money to 
help rebuild the Jewish synagogue. 
This is a gesture in the right direction. 
The Bishops have asked for a 
Judicial Committee to reconsider the 
sentences of all imprisoned war 
ctiminals with a view to a merciful 
reduction and have entered a plea that 
all further prosecutions cease. 


German Evangelicals 


The Essen meeting of German 
Evangelical Assembly was a notable 
gathering. A temporary “ church ™. in 
the open air was constructed out of 
demolition ruins to hold 200,000 people ; 
180,000 attended the closing meeting. 
The Council issued a declaration which 
was read in all churches : “ Events in 
the Far East show that peace is 
threatened by nothing so much as the 
arbitrary division of a country into two 
parts... It is the decisive proof whether 
the asseverations of their will to peace 
made by the Powers are honest or not, 
that they should be prepared to put an 
end to these forced divisions everywhere, 
including Germany. We regard it as 
an obligation on the United Nations to 
work untiringly to this end and to 
provide practical assistance towards its 
attainment. There must be no delay. 
There must not come a second time the 
verdict * too late 


Lutheranism. The World Lutheran 
Federation is a very large body number- 
ing 42 churches in 23 countries. We 
are apt sometimes to forget its world- 
wide character. A large proportion of 
its membership is in the mission fields. 


The Old Baltic Republics. The state 
of the churches in these once hopeful 
republics is a sad one. Systematic 


persecution had reduced their numbers 
drastically. In Lithuania sixty per cent 
of the Lutheran churches are now 
closed. Only one Bishop is left. High 
taxes of a confiscatory character will 
soon see the last church closed. In 
Estonia fines are imposed o2 members 
joining the church and still larger fines 
on burials. Many Christians have been 
deported to Siberia where we hear of 
an underground church movement said 
to number one million members. 
Prisoners. in the labour camps meet 
together for evening prayers. Let us 
not forget our persecuted brethren. 


Hungary. All religious orders (10,000 
members) have been disbanded by 
decree of the Government. This shows 
the meaninglessness of the guarantee of 
religious liberty. 


Ireland. Bangor will be the scene of 
a Youth Conference in August organised 
by the British Council of Churches. 
Out of the 1,000 delegates expected 200 
will be from overseas. Eight hundred 
of the delegates will represent British 
churches and __ interdenominational 
organisations. 


Latin Europe | 
There is a distinct danger of restrictive 
governinents finding support in coun- 
tries like Spain and Italy by the desire 
of the democracies to find support for 
the common military front against 
aggression. This is causing much 


‘ nestiveness and bitter cynicism in a land 


like Italy. The opposition of the Roman 
Catholic Church to Communism leads 
to its finding support in unsuspected 
and tends to the repression of 
Protestants and all liberal movements. 
Dr. John Mackay of Princeton is coming 
over this summer to visit these countries — 
to study the effect of political Roman 
Catholicism on the question of religious 


liberty: 
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Missionary Awakening 
A cloud hangs over most of Europe 
to-day. Great preparations for rearma- 


ment are under way and the churches | 


have little to say about it. The drift 
towards war is in full swing and nothing 


_ has yet happened to stem it. The pro- 


posed four-power talks may give a 
breathing space if they are honestly 
undertaken. The Church's vision is 
broadened by the interest in foreign 
missions shown in Germany, France, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Holland and other 
countries. Many German secretaries 
have visited their old fields. The French 


itself. In Belgium the Roman Catholics 


missions than are the Protestants, whose 


about 3,000 workers (including wives) 
in about forty countries. In proportion 
to population Norway makes the largest 
contribution. Sweden follows and Den- 
mark comes last in order. 

In Great Britain the efforts of the 
World's Evangelical Alliance to organize 
a missionary exhibition in the West- 
minster Central Hall during the Festival 


. of Britain are meeting with success. 


Y. 


trouble. People cannot afford to pay . 
the fees: The schools are specially being 
used for propaganda. There is a deepen- 


ing of Christian conviction as people 


think out what their faith in Christ 
means in relation to the problems con- 
fronting them. 

Because Chinese Christians are find- 
ing it embarrassing to be-too closely 
associated with foreigners rather than 
any desire for missionaries to withdraw, 
it may nevertheless make it impossible 
for many, if any, to remain. As it is, 
the scope of their activity: is steadily 
becoming less. Undoubtedly we are 
witnessing the end of an era in China, 
and hereafter the witness of the church — 


if Most Societies are feeling the strain of 
if carrying on work on depleted burigets 
| and faced with rising costs. A major 
revolution im missionary outlook and 
i policy is going on and the shape of 
things to come is not yet too clear. 
Meanwhile all efforts should be intensi- — 
situation. The time may be short and | 
From recent correspondence we 
: learn that in China pprices have 
; remained steady or have fallen. 
; hurch proposes to hold regional con- The foreign exchange rate has dropped. 
: ferences to deepen interest in their But private business is doomed and 
| missionary work, and an Inspector- taxes are exorbitant. There is a division 
| General will visit the fields. In Switzer- among the Christians in their attitude 
land the Basle Mission is reorganizing to the Communist Go\ernment. A 
small educated liberal group accepts 
and supported. circles. m group is more 
It is surprising how many missionaries conservative, consisting of the bulk of 
go through Lisbod on their way to the church membership who do not 
Portuguese fields” Eighty-five mission- seem to have any very clear ideas and 
aries are reported to be making use of _ find few issues which actually challenge 
the Centre of Christian Co-operation. them. The Government adheres to its 
It is hoped that Dr. J. T.-Tucker of declaration of “freedom of religious 
Angola will soon take over charge in _ faith.”’ Christian schools, owing to lack 
Lisbon. Mr. E. R. Holden, who did of financial support, are in serious 
noble service in the cause of co-opera- 
tion, was killed in the street in September. 
Some Czech and Hungarian mission- 
aries serve with Boards of other coun- [i 
tries and some of their candidates are 
being trained in Holland. The many : 
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leaders the Christian attitude fo Com- 
community has never seriously studied. 
Dr. H. Kraemer of the Bossey Institute, 


Geneva, will spend four months of this | 


year in India 
and 


others the Christian 


Christian mission. In this way only can 
evangelism become indigenous, which 


The South Indian Church has a mission 
in New Guinea. There are two Indian 
missionaries in Kenya, and a request to 
consider the needs of the dispersed 


Indian populations in Africa and the 


South Seas is being considered by those 


interested. The Church of Northern 


India at its recent Assembly at Ludhiana 
decided to send a mission to Kenya. 
This movement will undoubtedly in- 
crease. We cannot forget how the 


Christian Amboinese evangelized half 


the islands of Eastern Indonesia, and 
there are many similar examples. 
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will be the chief factor in further pro- tion is advisable at home, the main G 
| gress. What has happened in China language ‘work must necessarily be cs. 
shows that in the disturbed world of done on the field. Some missionary ‘3 
to-day the first task of the Christian candidates are now finishing — their a 
mission is to seek the deepening of the training in India and the N.C.C. 4 
spiritual life of the Christian commun- recommends that this practice should 4 
ity, teaching them all things whatsoever be increased. 
India The Indian churches are giving more 
The Rev. Oliver Tomkins, Secretary and more thought to the need of * 
of the World Council of Churches, has revival. The spiritual nurture of the 
completed a visit to India and Pakistan. church has been sadly neglected and 4 
Dr. J. C. Bennett of New York is at surely this is one of the priorities of the > 
worshipping groups have been created, : 
the first duty upon the missionary is E 
their strengthening. I have begn cal- 
a discussing with church _ culating that out of the ten years of a 
ministry he gave more than 
attitude to syncretism and other matters. half his time to visiting and strengthen- B 
These visits from this side are counter- ing the churches. He did more of this .. 
balanced by visits to this side from than of evangelism, and in addition he 3 
India. Mr. Koshy of the Sunday wrote to them his wonderful missionary “f 
School Movement has been here and letters. How many such letters do we 4 
in America for some months. The Rev. write in these days to the churches in = 
Dr. Rajah Manikam, the newly which we are interested? India sends 4 
appointed Far Eastern Secretary of the us this request: “ Let us pray for all a 
International Missionary Council, was the churches, that there may come a # 
with us for a short time. Dr. Matthew, genuine spiritual revival which will ; 
Mr. Lal Din, the Rev. Gurbachan cleanse our church life of many be- : E 
Singh, the Rev. J. W. Sadia, Miss setting sins, crippling handicaps and 3 
Wana Singha, Dr..Kagawa and many imperfections.” a 
others have made fruitful contacts here. The foreign mission outreach of the ‘ 
This interchange of personalities be- churches in India is likely to increase. a 
tween the countries is of great value. a 
We have much to learn from each other 4 
and it makes the World .Church a . - 
' reality to the churches in both lands. é. 
The Church of India, Burma an’d Re 4 
Rt. Rev. A. N. Mukeji. He is the first @ 
There are many good language % 
schools in India now—Bangalore, * 
Landour, Mahableshwar, Gujrati at 
Landour, Darjeeling, West Pakistan 
(Murree). It is recommended that a 
while six months of general prepara- i J 


provision for their betterment. It 


quotes Article 15 (1) of the Con- 


stitution, “ The State shall not dis- 


Travancore and 
Cochin State, in the matter of the 
Opening and use of churches and 
cemeteries as is enjoyed by their 
brothers in the rest of India. These 
actions 


India is a land of great . natural 
catastrophes. Scarcely a year passes 


vention was much interfered with, but 
there was much blessing, especially 
among the youth. The Sialkot district 
has a relatively large Christian popula- 
tion and they must have suffered ~ 
severely. A great revival took plac 


_ at the beginning of the century and is 


overdue at thé beginning of the half 
century. The evangelical witness is 
coming to its own in Pakistan, but there 
is still a long way to go before a revived 
church can carry the Gospel to all 
sections of the population. In a 
nationalistically minded Moslem State 
there are many new difficulties, but 
these would not matter much if the 
Church was truly alive. 


Japan, Tibet, Nepal : 
The Bible reading movement still 
continues to make progress in Japan. 
It affects large numbers, it is reported, 
probably hundreds of thousands, but 
so far has not resulted in any great 
addition to the church. The member- 
ship of the churches increases by about 
20,000 per annum. 
Tibet has received a shock from the 
invasion of the Chinese Republicas 
refuge within easy reach of the Indian 
border. Many rich ‘Tibetans and 
merchants are pouring into Kalimpong 
and now that the Bible is available m 
Tibetan much good work can be done 
in reaching them. Workers in that 
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When the younger churches take their without some 
full part in the task of world witness Over 
| we shall have entered a new day in = great ayy | 
| reaching “the uttermost part of the untold | phenomenal 

a earth,” so long ago sounded as the floods in Pakistan wrought great havoc. | 
‘ate objective of the Church by These coincided with the Sialkot Con- 
| vention this year. The five 
¢¢ Religious Liberty Villages melted away a ores 
t The Christian Council of India has grain and rice were washed away. 
protested to the President against Tens of thousands were rendered home- 
tg discrimination on grounds of religious less just as the cold weather was setting 
iW affiliation of the members of the in "The resulting misery can scarcely 
| depressed classes (25,000,000) in the 1 inasined. Naturally the Con- 
a3 receipt of benefits under Government | 
| 
criminate against any citizen on grounds 
only of religion, race, caste, sex, place 
upon the President to set aside the 
order involving discrimination. India 
is finding it difficult to be truly neutral, 
as it professes to be. on religious 
matters. 
Another 
| Chri 
for 
rights for all. 
West Pakistan 
The work of building up the -M.LK. 
| Offset Press goes ahead under the 
direction of Dennis Clark and his team 
7 of trained workers. The old Panjab 
Book Society has now come forward 
Offering full co-operation and a new 
machine with the building to house it. 
It will soon be able to concentrate all 
| printing of evangelical literature and 
Bibles in five —_ in the one _ 
| 


‘ 


area are well aware of the surprising 


opportunity presented. 

Nepal has undergone a political 
offices of the Indian Government a 
settlement has been arrived at which 
includes a more liberal regime. Here, 
too, prayer is being answered and old 
bastions of opposition to the Gospel 
are being broken down. 


Australasia 


AUSTRALASIAN churches are be- 
coming more and more deeply inter- 
ested in the churches of East 
Asia. Their main responsibility for 
the Pacific Islands is well known, but 
the National Christian Council is 
anxious to broaden this interest. 

New Zealand is showing great a. ivity 
in evangelistic and missionary broad- 
casting, and the welfare of the four 
thousand Jews is causing concern 
to the churches. 

The churches in Australia are very 
active in these days and a new life 
movement has been launched. Last year 
the objective was the quickefiing of the 
existing church; this year it is to 
reach those who have lost touch with 
their churches, while next year it will 
be to reach the completely unchurched. 
The Methodists are now conducting a 


nation-wide Campaign for Christ. 

A dispute is going on between the 
Dutch Government and the Indonesian 
Republic for the possession of Western 
_ New Guinea: There is a danger of the 
very hopeful mission work there being 
_ interfered with if it comes under a 
Moslem Government. | 

Amboina was a Christian island and 
much of their opposition in the recent 
fighting was due to their objection to 
coming under Moslem rule. They have, 
however, been subjected to that rule 
against their desire. The resulting 
situation is far from a happy one. 


~ 
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Java. During the war there was much 
loss among Christian Jeaders and many 
schools and churches were destroyed. 
The seven theological seminaries are 


now running again and the Jacarta 


going since 1946. The Christian popula- 


tign is about three million, and the 
churches, while being independent, 
are desperately in need of leaders. The 
same applies to the school teachers. 
The church sponsors eighty per cent of 
the schools in Christian areas. All 
workers are over-worked. There are 
fourteen independently organized 
churches throughout the islands which 
are united in the National Christian 
Council of Churches established last 


May. The old state church has been. 


dissolved and a fund of $900,000 
placed at the disposal of the Council. 
There are independent committees on 
medical work, Christian literature, 
youth and education, all of which are 
recognized by Government. Every 
church has a Sunday school, although 
there is no national union yet. The 
school work is again functioning, but 
is handicapped by lack of finance and 
teachers. Those who know the needs 
of the church say the first task is to 
deepen the spiritual life of the churches. 


_The Americas 
In North America important confer- 


~ ences have been held and the National 


Council of the Churches of Christ has 
been constituted. This is a huge and 
far-reaching organization, embracing 
in its sweep all the foreign mission 
enterprises of the church. There are 
some who doubt the wisdom of these 
very large co-operative ozganizations, 
but they seem the logical outcome of 
development in North America. 
There has been a phenomenal growth 
in the membership of churches in the 
United States during the past year. 


In 1949 it increased by 24 million to the 


(Concluded on page 32) 
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It was, however, as a 


Poittock. (Church Book 


(Epworth Press, 3/6.) 


CANDIDATE FOR TRUT 


through 


guidance the 


_ average Bible student needs to enable him 


KING .COMETH 
pal of 


p is con- 


pages. 


(the interpretation). A tremendous 


amount of sane and solid hel 
centrated within these 


Edited 
In this little book the Vice-Princi 


ALAN M. Sripas. (/.V.F., 2/6.) 


HOLD, THY 
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idance from a Spirit-taught Bible teacher 
S of the utmost help. 


to what it says (the text) and as to what it 


to understand the Word of God—both as 


UNDERSTANDING GOD’S WORD, by 


BE 
a 
fre 
the 
: ae genius in this direction was recognised by 
many of the leading literary figures of her 
or day. Apart from possessing an pa erie 
style she was a womtan of deep 
7 — and Dr. W. Robertson Nicoll once 
| confessed that he had learned more 
4 Vak Till Theological College, Southgate, theology from Dora Greenwell’s writings 
provides just the sort of a than from any other source. Her a 
, all centred in the atoning Cross. 
Pn regarded as “the cardinal doctrine of 
means Se a work not own” 
|S = “To be saved by what another 
has done,” she wrote, “to be saved by the 


-to explain away the fact. In the cou 


‘THE MOSLEM CHALLENGE TO THE 


ARREN. (Fellowship-of Fait 
No. I in the “ Focus on Islam ™ Series, 
this booklet presents a summary of the 
present situation in the Moslem world 
from the point of view of Christian mis- 
sions. The writer has had a wide experience 
as a missi to Moslems in North 
Africa and writes with ee He 


of the F.F.M.., 
Ipswich, <= 


I.V.F. BOOKLETS 


The Evidence for the Resurrection (1.V.F. 
6d.) is a useful publication from 
evidential point of view. Written by Col. 
J. N. D. Anderson, O.B.E., it provides an 
examination of the New Testament witness 
to the fact of the empty tomb, and 
faces the attempts of the modern 


’ “ 16 pages the booklet covers a great deal of 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF JOHN A. 
ANDERSON, M.D. (Obtainable from 

Dr. Anderson, Braemar, Aberdeenshire 
Scotland, 7/6 ; by post 8/-.) 
is the edition 


missi . The most interesting part 
this book is that which relates his 


A 


~— 


The same publishers have made two 
excellent additions to their series 
“ University Booklets” (2d. each). These 
are Pascal, by Prof. E. Cailliet, and The 
of Agnosticism, by 


OUR LONDON, by F. H. WRiInTMoRE. 
(London City Mission, 1/-.) 3 
Those who read Mr. Wrintmore’s 
article in the last issue of EVANGELICAL 
SHRISTENDOM on “ City Mission Work in 
Britain” will be especially interested in 
the history of the London City Mission 
describes different aspects of its work, and 
relates a number of striking stories of 


_conversion. The lavish illustrations are a 
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work of One above us, strong where we experiences in China amid conditions which q 
are weak, pure where we are corrupt, were never easy, and often perilous. e: 
seems to me the only way in which a being The later chapters tell of his witness for ; 
like man could be saved. Christ at home in his native Scotland. In 3 
In this book Dr. Bett first provides a addition to the autobiographical matter, “sg 
| sketch of Dora Greenwell’s life (she was| there are several chapters dealing with a 
born in 1821 and died in 1882), next deals matters of biblical theology, such as the _ 
briefly with her writings and then examines ministry of women, the feasts of Jehovah, ‘a 
and expounds her teaching. The result is the Great Tribulation, the Times of the 7 
a work of exceptional value and interest. Gentiles, and other prophetical problems. ‘ 
CONFORMED TO HIS IMAGE, by s 
OSWALD CHAMBERS. (M 
Morgan & Scott, 6/-.) 
is already a long one, but a new book from 
| his pen will assuredly meet with a welcome 
from those who know something of his : 
worth. His writings are distinguished by 
something quite above the ordinary. His 
approach to familiar spiritual truths is 
fresh and stimulating ; his teaching is rich f 
our attention at Outset by a study with its 300 million adherents in the . 
entitled “ Christian Thinking.” What is ofto-day, is political, social, intellectualand 4 
meant by Christian thinking? It means, moral as well as religious. Copies of the 
bookiet can be obtained from the Secretary 
in pious terms. “ With yoy Mi he writes, 62a Tuddenham Road, 4 
“ the experience is right, the life of God is | 4 
is ings, things hit, 
there is confusion. If we are going to i: 
think along Christian lines, and know 4 
where to place our individual experiences, 7 
it is time we exercised ourselves intel- ; 
lectually as well as spiritually.” ¥ 
So the author leads us into some straight 2 
Christian thinking on such | 
edemption, Repentance New Birth, ‘ 
the Holy “Spirit, and Life. The 
chapters appear to resen nvingng apo 
various collected. papers, dealing with i rrection 
different aspects of ‘spiritual experience : his truth -of resu 
e.g. faith, holiness, Christian maturity, 
Anderson’s autobiography. It is the record 4 
of a life wholly dedicated to the Lord’s - 
service, the guaster part of which wae spent 
in China as a missionary of the C.LM. ee 
His call to China actually came to him on 4 
his twenty-first birthday, and he arrived in is 
China some seven years later, in’ 1890. 4 
From then until his | 
rom missionary service in accom- | 3 
plished a ificent work as a 
re) 
| 


THE JUNGLE BOOKS 
By Paul White. Paternoster Press. Six Volumes, 3/6 each 
Doubtless many of our readers will already be familiar with this excellent series 
of books, and those who are not will be grateful for this introduction. The books 


were originally published in Australia, the home of the author. They have now 
been made available over here in an attractive format at a very reasonable price. 


Dr. Paul White is a graduate of Sydney University, where in addition to 
breaking two athletic records he topped -the examination in Medicine. At the 
age of 25 he entered upon his work as a medical missionary in East Africa. In 
these books he tells of the various adventures and experiences which befell him 
and his family in Tanganyika: the grim battle with disease and death, encounters 
with witch-doctors and black magic, and the facing of all manner of dangers and 
evils in the name and faith of Jesus Christ. The books will appeal to readers of 


almost any ag: and every outlook. They are adventure books with a difference— 
and what a d fference ! 


The six titles are as follows : 
1. Jungle Doctor 
2. Jungle Doctor on Safari 
3. Jungle Doctor Operates 


4. Jungle Doctor Attacks Witchcraft 
5. Jungle Doctor’s Enemies 
6. Jungle Doctor Meets a Lion 


EVANGELICAL WORLD DIGEST (Concluded from page 29) 
total of 81,862,328. This is double the steady increase of its church 


the increase in the entire population. 
This rise has been going on a 
since 1900, when the percent of 
population on the church rolls was 
34.7 per cent. To-day it is 54.2 per cent. 
These facts make us ask many questions 
as to depth and quality of Christian 
experience. Do we see in the influence 
of the U.S.A. on world affairs evidence 
of the fact that it is the strongest 
Christian country in the \world ? 
Brazil is becoming remarkable for 


membership, and especially for the 
growth of new churches in the village 
areas of the centre and south. The 
mixture of races is very complete in 
Brazil; Indian, Japanese, Negroes, 
Portuguese and other Europeans tend 
to become completely blended. The 
result is said to be not a regrettable 
one, as they have all grown up from the 
same cultural level. The race and colour 
problem largely springs from incom- 


‘patible levels 
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